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BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—NOVEMBER CO-SELECTION 


Allen, Frederick Lewis 

The Big Change, America Transforms Itself, 

1900-1950 
Harper. Oct. 29, 1952. 308p. $3.50. 
Mr. Allen, well known the author Only Yesterday 
and editor Harper’s Mazazine, has written new 
and highly entertaining chronicle Twentieth Century 
America. With full mastery his subject and with 
sure selection significant detail, lets the panorama 
fifty years unroll beneath the reader’s gaze. 
astonishing record social and industrial progress. Be- 
ginning with the era the robber-barons (whom 
portrays with their virtues well their defects), 
traces our economic and social institutions through the 
the great depression, the New Deal, 
and the strain World War II, down the emergence 
the new style corporation with its ever-widening social 
and economic benefits employees. While concen- 
trating primarily industry and business, the author 
weaves into his narrative wealth interesting facts 
concerning changes manners and fashions, health 
and sports, social attitudes and sociological tensions. 
even comments briefly literature and art, educa- 
tion always without wandering far 
from his main theme, which the rise the national 
standard living. 


essence, The Big Change call for optimism. 
American capitalism, the author maintains, has ceased 
the selfish tyranny the wealthy; has pro- 
gressed, not toward socialism but beyond it. Two world 
wars have taught the efficiency private enter- 
prise. And the great depression has made clear that 
unregulated laissez-faire can disastrous every 
economic group. result, have worked out 
new, hybrid form economy which longer corre- 
sponds the traditional concept capitalism, but 
deserves called some other name. For the 
benefit Americans and foreigners alike, Mr. Allen 
explains that the whole terminology Nineteenth 
Century economics—with its notion open market, 
leisure class, worker class and labor movement— 
inapplicable the United States today. Govern- 
ment regulation, counterweight private initiative, 
is, his opinion, here stay. Management, more- 
over, longer the function capitalists alone. 
Industrial policies are not established without consult- 
ing the interests labor. Through application 
good sense combined with what Mr. Allen refers 
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our “national sense fair play” the tensions between 
economic strata have been greatly alleviated. the 
present phase our society, the fruits prosperity 
are being made available, never before, the whole 
community. There can little doubt, the author con- 
cludes, that during the past five decades “we have 
the whole made our country better place live in.” 


Mr. Allen’s optimism welcome relief from the 
jeremaids currently pouring from our presses. But one 
cannot help feeling that has placed too much trust 
the progress big business. seems doubtful, for 
example, that, intimates, the benefits the new- 
style corporation are great eliminate any real 
need for nationally organized labor unions. balanced 
view our culture, moreover, should take account 
many developments barely mentioned this book. 
say nothing the precarious international situation 
(which deliberately ignores), Mr. Allen unduly 
neglects many disturbing symptoms the home front. 
makes little reference the increase ner- 
vous disorders, drug addiction, delinquency, graft and 
gangsterism, and passes lightly over the fact treason 
high places. takes indulgent view the rise 
the divorce rate. While admitting (at least hesi- 
tantly) the paucity creative art and literature, 
does not connect this with the general dearth deep 
and solid convictions the minds our citizens. 
seems content accept spiritual and moral mediocrity, 
provided that there abundance material satis- 
factions for all. Doubtful whether the drift from 


organized religion has been successfully stemmed, 


complacently declares, not observe the first com- 
mandment [sc. the New Law] numerously and 
fervently used to, least have been doing 
fairly well with the second.” But does not the love 
neighbor lose much its meaning, vigor and stamina 
when ceases nourished the love God? 


Mr. Allen, sure, has not set out write history 
religion, even culture and ethics, but his lack 
emphasis these aspects our national life 
regrettable. The Big Change delightful and in- 
formative pageant, but falls short being balanced 
appraisal Twentieth Century America. 


Avery Dulles, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


* * 


Waugh, Evelyn Men Arms 
Little, Brown. Oct. 14, 1952. 342p. $3.50. 


Evelyn Waugh writing three novels military life. 
This first one, Men Arms, ostensibly follows its cen- 
tral character, Guy Crouchback, through the first year 
World War II, but actually serves vehicle for 
some the subtlest humor, the earthiest comedy, the 
deftest satire the war writers have yet produced. the 
episodic fashion that Waugh’s customary technique— 
perhaps not the best for novel, but the best suit 
his purposes—the story opens the moment that Guy, 
who has been living semi-seclusion Italy for sev- 
eral years way nursing deep personal wound 
(his wife had divorced him), returns England 
defend his country and make something, perhaps, 
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out his listless existence. year later the story 
closes Guy, having officially disgraced himself 
minor action near Dakar, goes appear before board 
inquiry for conduct unbecoming officer the 
Royal Corps Halberdiers. Here the sequel plainly 
called for. 


Between these two points Waugh has ample scope for 
the real motive his work: humor. There the 
eccentric Apthorpe, Guy’s roommate their officer- 
training period. patience and tolerance Guy has 
cope with Apthorpe’s “porpoises,” and act his 
mock-conspirator the affair the “thunder-box,” 
supremely comic scene that involves even the brigade 
commander himself, Brigadier Ritchie-Hook. Or, 
another example, there the episode which in- 
eptly Catholic Guy tries effect rapprochement with 
his civilly divorced wife. Waugh’s satire directed, 
too, against phases military procedure: the extrava- 
gance training periods, the awkward codes mili- 
tary regimen, the waste battalion ordered stand 
for orders, the confusion that grips entire com- 
pany when rumor spreads that the Germans have 
parachuted into their area. Waugh’s touches this 
latter adventure are strongly reminiscent those 
The Tawny Pipit. 

Yet beneath Waugh’s humor there lies something more 
than the lightness which often apparent. 
thorpe’s complete deterioration under the rigid require- 
ments military life spells the tragic effect that war 
has some men who are brittle begin with. 
contrast, Guy’s inner strength faith and principle 
belies his bland character and diffident manner. Thus 
Waugh does probe beneath outward appearances. 
Nevertheless his forte remains not plot, not characteri- 
zation, but humor. Men Arms highly recom- 
mended vastly entertaining work from the pen 
vastly entertaining writer. 


Joseph Belvedere, 
Jamaica, New York 


Campbell, Roy 
Light Dark Horse; Autobiography 


(1901-1935) 
Oct. 13, 1952. 312p. $4.00. 


Few autobiographies any sort, and especially those 
professional poets, reflect the variety experience 
shown this one. Roy Campbell, born South 
Africa 1901, could ride horses almost before 
could walk, had shot big game age when the rest 
were still playing with sling shots, became pugi- 
list professional calibre, was pioneer “frog man” 


Regnery. 
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HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 
The Silver Chalice (Ila) Costain Aug. 
Giant Terber Oct. 
East Eden Steinbeck Oct. 
The Caine Mutiny (IIb) Wouk Apr. 
The Old Man and the Sea (Ila) 
The Houses Between Spring 
Matador Conrad 
The Gown Glory (Ila) Turnbull 
The Far Country (Ila) Shaute 
Don Camillo and His Flock Guareschi Sept. 
Carson Sept. 
Frank July 
Chambers June 
Huxley Oct. 
Killilea 


The Sea Around 

The Diary Young Girl (1) 
Witness 

The Devils Loudun (IV) 
Karen (Ila) 


and barely survived undersea encounter with giant 
octopus, gained quite reputation aquatic jouster 
southern France and the only ever 
attain the status master fisherman along that coast, 
served aboard South African whalers and the British 
Merchant Marine, became something bullfighter, 
flew gliders the early days that art, has bailed out 
parachute from plane, tackled wild stag with 
his bare hands and (before witnesses) drowned 
inches water, became breaker horses and 
trader them, worked stunt rider circus, 
paints pictures that are good enough sell, natural- 


ist considerable accomplishment and writes entranc- 
ingly the flora and fauna South Africa, enjoyed 
successful career B.B.C radio executive, roomed 


with Aldous Huxley, hobnobbed with Wyndham 
Lewis, Cecil Gray and William Walton, and numbered 
among his friends Bernard Van Dieren, Augustus John, 
the Sitwells, Clive Bell, Liam O’Flaherty and similar 
luminaries, veteran two world wars and appar- 
ently the only liberal England volunteer the 
Franco side during the Spanish Civil War, lyric 
poet whose work elicited the abstemious enthusiasm 
Eliot and has now reached the “collected edition” 
stage (London, The Bodley Head, 1949) and, finally, 
the artist who produced those exquisite unsigned 
drawings leaping gazelles and charging bulls that are 
scattered through this autobiography. 


Campbell born fighter and born wanderer, and 
the combativeness and waywardness his outward life 
both enrich and limit his significance writer. There 
seems reason deny the opinion critics whom 
cites (p. 251) the uniqueness his poetry 
the directness the experience reveals with practical- 
every phase life: “animals, fish, ships, engines, 
guns, There also little reason dis- 
agree when himself cites weakness certain 
impatience with discipline” (p. 204) for throws off 
extreme simplifications and obiter dicta with astonishing 
casualness. read that “The curse literacy can 
far worse than any degree illiteracy” (p. 284) but 
there development this pregnant thought; the 
“combined literature all the Provencal troubadors 
put together” pales comparison with “Modern Pro- 
vencal literature, dating from the last century” (p. 
274) but after flurry modern names 
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Spain and other topics; while refer “crooks like 
Calvin and Luther” (p. 283) throws very little light 
dark chapter history. 


There are tantalizing references his conversion the 
Catholic Faith Spain 1935—tantalizing because 
that same overriding impatience. One would give 
good deal get sustained statement from Campbell 
about the motives and reasoning that led his conver- 
passionately anti-Jew, pro-Franco, pro-aristocrat and 
anti-egalitarian. his embattled support certain 
Catholic folk beliefs rushes where Bollandists 
fear tread. This all piece with his black and 
white simplification the Spanish Civil War, although 
anyone who tends the opposite extreme would 
well read carefully the last two chapters this book 
man who lived through the not Camp- 
bell’s way qualify, examine, make distinctions seek 
out excuses for his opponents. violent, ardent, 
courageous and talented man whose greatest weakness, 
seems me, his violence. realize that without 
this characteristic could doubtless never have done 
what has done written what has written. 
Nevertheless, far this particular book concerned, 
greater confidence the soundness the author’s 
judgments would have assuredly resulted that vio- 
lence had been curbed. don’t recall ever having read 
book whose first half promised much and whose 
second half proved disappointing. The first half 
the book can recommended anybody; the second 
half only for the emotionally responsible. 


Phillips Temple, 
Georgetown University Library, 
Washington 


Flores, Maria The Woman with the Whip 
Doubleday. Oct. 16, 1952. 286p. $3.50. 


The blurb hails this book “the first objective biog- 
raphy the glamorous and dangerous woman who 
controlled the Argentine.” But the author more 
honest when she writes that “the truth about Eva 
has been obscured greed and hatred, vanity 
and fear, that writing about her now one feels 
compelled offer some sort apology, not the sub- 
ject herself who beyond the reach misinterpreta- 
tion now, but the reader who may look for docu- 
mentary evidence and definitive biography. Such 
biography can written, ever written, only long after 
the fury and the fanfare are forgotten.” 


difficult objective about Eva either one 
loves hates her, idolizes despizes her. The “shirt- 
less” Argentine venerated her and have petitioned 
church authorities canonize her. The landed aris- 
tocracy loathed and shunned her. There doubt 
which camp Maria Flores, the pen-name 
Anglo-Argentinian novelist, belongs. Eva Perén was 
evil genius one could believe this book. 


All the principal biographical facts her life are here 
narrated—her humble origins, brief schooling, early 
career, her first unhappy marriage, her association with 
Juan her marriage him, her dynamic role 
the First Lady Argentina, her dramatic trip Europe 
and her tragic death. Considerable space devoted 


man 

sity 
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description the fabulous Eva Perén Foundation. 
All this good but there also much scandal and 
ugly rumor these pages. Too often one reads such 
phrases “it said,” “it not difficult believe,” 
“rumor has it,” “so the story goes,” “it 
all followed gossip the most damaging nature. 
these stories and allegations were true, some investi- 


gation could have verified them. 


Moreover, the author has uncanny way divining 
the motivation behind Eva accomplishments. 
Thus, the impressive social agencies the Eva 
Foundation “were designed not for the children the 
women the girls, but background for Eva’s ap- 
pearances; and was not for the children and the girls 
the little houses and the miniature street had been 
erected but for the child and girl Eva never had 
chance be.” 


woman who squandered much money clothes 
and jewelry Eva who wielded such ruthless 
power, who revenged herself her enemies, hardly 
candidate for the altar. But the loyal attachment she 
was able arouse the vast masses the Argentinian 
people lead one strongly suspect that she was not 
the monster which Maria Flores portrays this book. 


The author laments the fact that there divorce 
Argentina, that much money spent for the build- 
ing churches and nuns’ schools but little for the 
entertainment and liberal education youth. She as- 
serts that Eva’s Jesuit confessor defended her dabbling 
spiritualism and communicating with the dead even 
though the Church opposed these practices. She refers 
the Archbishop Buenos Aires “the bland and 
rather terrifying Cardinal Copello,” although diffi- 
cult understand how the same person can bland 
and terrifying. 

How much Christian charity there was Eva 
heart the reviewer not position judge but there 
none these pages written Maria Flores. 


Harry Koenig, 
St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 


Mundelein, 


Armstrong, Thomas Adam Brunskill 
Harcourt. Oct. 17, 1952. 574p. $4.00. 

have with again—and cannot come often 
—Thomas Armstrong weaving tale out that vigor- 
ous Yorkshire country knows and loves well. Mr. 
Armstrong can much with pen and paper and 
mind and heart anyone alive. Really few, very 
few, can approximate him. His work uniformly 
excelling that rightly might styled the “writer’s 
writer.” 

But when the reader tackles Adam Brunskill, let him 
settle down the hard business reading. Adam 
just will not rushed. like his Yorkshire fore- 
bears—stolid, earnest, determined. 


Simply, Adam Brunskill tale love and jealousy 
all through. But neither the virtue nor the vice por- 
trayed nakedly. The love strong, manly, purpose- 
ful thing conquering all. The jealousy mean, cat- 
like, cunning, terrifying thing that vanquished only 
after fearful struggle. 


SELLERs 


Adam Brunskill lived nineteenth century Yorkshire, 
his father’s death—and Armstrong never wrote 
more restrainedly his life Adam, having 
worked the lead mines Spain, comes home little 
Winterings. The town still mining community, 
although its mid-century prosperity but memory, 
Two concerns mine the area—and around the rivalry 
the East Side and the West Side companies the story 
built. one side are the Natrasses, cousins 
Adam through his mother but longstanding enemies 
the the other side stand Titus Alder- 
son and his niece, Cherry Dinsdale, whose goodness 
and charm Adam instinctively succumbs. When Adam 
begins suspect Reuben Natrass, his burly cousin 
having plotted Titus’ disgrace, the stage set for 
titanc struggle. The climax the quarrel—the fight 
with Reuben Adam’s wedding day—is stirring 
bit narrative writing you’ll come upon 
Armstrong runs the full gamut human passion with 
extraordinary insight and understanding and deep and 
facile pen. workman the first order. 


This reviewer mind that Adam Brunskill will 
elicit more popularity England than America. 
has two reasons for thinking. First, this wholesome, 
stirring story buried somewhat mess lead min- 
ing technicalities. Secondly, the Yorkshire dialect 
quite generally unfamiliar these shores. 


Meighan, 
New York New York 


Secondari, John Coins the Fountain 
Lippincott. Oct. 22, 1952. 320p. $3.50. 


The Fontana Trevi gives the appearance being 
more monumental than actually because lies 
jam-packed the narrow corner triple cross 
roads—from which gets its name. huge king Nep- 
tune rides its center drawn sea horses who, 
turn, are led tritons. The 80,000 cubic meters 
water that splash and spray over its old basin below 
street level, have been christened Acqua Vergine and 
not even the Romans can tell you whether the name 
was given signify the waters vice versa. There 
legend that goes with the fountain, legend strictly 
for foreigners and for romantics, not for the hard- 
headed romani. says that you throw coin into 
the fountain, you will sure come back Rome. 


Naturally, the street cleaners make 
profit when the fountain has cleaned but the 
monstrous offense the sculptor’s eye with its freshen- 


ing veil spindrift has become symbol. fact, 
John Secondari’s symbol the expatriate life 
Americans living Rome. One can have too much 
Rome, especially that little colony newsmen, sec- 
retaries, people the offices the Department 
State. Coins the Fountain explores the life just 
such colony. Bertin has been boss Continental 
News’ offices Rome for too many years. stays 
because his half-Italian wife, Bruna, wants stay. 
palazzo, servants, the luxury that Italy affords the salary 
paid American dollars, these seem too great 
sacrifice for her make. 


Anita comes from Paris work with State Rome. 
She falls love with Giorgio, low-salaried employee 
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the government. Perhaps the most masterful piece 
writing done Secondari lies the way builds 
the gossip about Anita. There Burgoyne who 
tells his wife Anita’s problem—namely, that 
frowned upon for American personnel fraternize with 
Italians. Madame Burgoyne sophisticatedly assumes 
that Anita going have child Giorgio and then 
proceeds tell her friends about it. The vicious qual- 
ity scandal mongering these closed circles comes 
out all the more vividly because the author underplays 
Eventually, Anita does find herself predica- 
ment but not until after the slander has done its work. 


There novelist world renown the name 
Shadwell who reminds one constantly Sinclair Lewis. 
Shadwell dying cancer the throat and goes 
every day toss his coin into the fountain thus insur- 
ing his return Rome and, therefore, his own survival. 
With deep irony, seen the last stages his 
sickness being transported the hospital; unable 
talk, praying that the car will pass the Trevi foun- 
tain, while the orders are given for the chauffeur 
drive around the city, avoid traffic, order make 
the patient more comfortable; when all that Shadwell 
wants the opportunity throw another coin into the 
foaming waters. 


Bertin finally solves his problem deciding that 
must home any cost. His own integrity demands 
even means separation from Bruna. When the 
chips are down, Bruna very casually lets him know 
that she willing along with whatever may 
decide. Secondari’s psychology here subtle and 
sound. 

There are some objectionable parts the book, too- 
vivid love scene, the visit some important people 
from Bertin’s office, “visiting who have 
taken places “where you can have good 
can said that the author never indulges obscenity 
for its own sake. His psychological apperception too 
fine, the inward struggles portrays, the thinking 
his characters and the truly excellent dialogue, make 
him writer reckoned with—he may even 
what the dust-jacket says is, discovery. 


For anyone who has seen the workings small town 
the U.S.A., who knows the endless trail gossip 
and kindliness, cruelty and favor, that can prevail when 
group thrown together, Coins the Fountain 
will lift that understanding another level where 
American expatriates are very much society, but 
never, never, it. 

Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 

Department Romance Languages, 

Fordham University, 


New York, New York 


* * * 


Mahler, Helen Empress Byzantium 
Coward. Sept. 22, 1952. 376p. $4.00. 


According the jacket-blurb this book example 
“modern psychology put work analyzing ancient 
characters,” revealing them more human than 
standard history presents them and suffering from 
the same problems and troubles today. 
this case the ancient characters are four—Theodosius II, 
Emperor Byzantium; his sister the Augusta Pulcheria, 
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co-ruler the East Roman Empire; his wife, the Em- 
press Eudocia; and his Lord Chamberlain and closest 
friend, Paulinus. The time early fifth century and 
the setting Byzantium, the capital thriving em- 
pire which even then was showing incipient signs 
the decadence that led its extinction millenium 
later. 


Primarily the book psychological love story. Theo- 
dosius clever, fascinating, intelligent, interested art 
and multitude things but most all religion, 
considering himself theologian and priest-king but 
not interested the general government the state 
whose practical operation had resigned into the 
hands his elder sister, Pulcheria. Pulcheria her 
virginal thirties excellent “statesman” and under- 
took the practical details government willingly; her 
dominant interest the introduction and spread the 
cult “Holy Mary” (the Blessed Virgin). Paulinus 
handsome and intelligent male animal, accom- 
plished statesman and counterbalance for the more 
mercurial Theodosius. Eudocia, formerly the pagan 
Athenais, daughter the Greek philosopher Leontius, 
poetess, intellectual and artistic Greek, ham- 
pered the ritual royalty and the dogma religion, 
devoted Pallas Athene and interested “Hagia 
Sophia,” rather shadowy and Minerva-like goddess 
only partially linked Christianity. 


Theodosius uninterested women; deeply and 
sexually interested Paulinus. Paulinus manages 
stave off the latter’s illicit passion while taking his 
pleasures with anyone dozen mistresses. Paulinus 
loves Eudocia and she, although married the Em- 
peror, considers the Lord Chamberlain her husband. 
Theodosius also loves Eudocia but, perceiving her love 
for Paulinus determines dominate her and ensure her 
submission his excesses. Truly pretty mess and 
complicated one from which hundred difficult situa- 
tions can and arise. 


With all this psychological love there linked the 
course events which confront this ruling quartet and 
which their interests conflict. There are the Persian 
wars, the inroads the Huns, the decay the West 
Roman Empire, the growth the Church and the 
heresies which threaten that growth. Theodosius plays 
Celestine, Cyril, Nestorius, Eutyches and John An- 
tioch against one another and considers only how 
may use the Church for the benefit the Empire. 
the end, course, all these abnormal relationships 
evoke sufficient psychic stress upset the delicate equi- 
librium which the characters had maintained and Pau- 
linus killed, Pulcheria retires, Eudocia banished 
while only the crafty and ruthless Theodosius remains 
control. 


Interwoven with the love problems the chief char- 
acters mass claptrap intended theological 
but showing only that the author not very well versed 
the complex and important theological problems 
that day. Eudocia she contrasts her interpretation 
Christian theology with Hellenic philosophy and 
concludes that the latter the only true wisdom and 
that Christ rather than man needs redeemed. 
Because the preponderance sexuality and the mis- 
guided theology there seems possibility rec- 
ommending this book for any class readers. 
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conclusion, this reviewer regrets that, probably 
through his own obtuseness, the author’s brand 
“modern psychology” has failed shed any more light 
either the characters events those days. 


* * * 


Neill, Robert Traitor’s Moon 
Doubleday. Oct. 1952. 318p. $3.50. 


Traitor’s Moon rapid-paced historical novel set 
the England Charles and the Restoration. The 
year 1669. England feverish with religious and 
political wounds that still fester. Added this the 
virus carefully fed rumors popish plots and cen- 
spiracies seize power. Suspicion rampant; families 
are split. London, least, priests and their flocks 
are the prey mobs egged Titus Oakes and his 
revelations plans alleged popish coup. 


With this background Robert Neill tells rapidly mov- 
ing story John Leyburne, journeyman clockmaker, 
the younger son gentleman’s family. Not Cath- 
olic himself, has many friends and relatives who are 
loyal the old Faith. meets Penelope Langley, 
the daughter old Lancashire Catholic family, with 
whom falls love. Within the day this meeting 
crosses swords with Colonel Mansell, plotting 
Whig, and, all unknown Leyburne, rival for the 
affections Penelope. result the duel, lands 
prison only released through the intervention 
Penelope’s friends. However, has had the chance 
see the abuse and mistreatment handed out priests. 
Although loyal the king, his sense justice out- 
raged. Out jail, flees North the Langley coun- 
try estate. Here meets some the priests the 
underground. helps uncover the plot that reveals 
Mansell and his group conspiring with the Dutch 
reformers into rebellion and make sudden 
grab for power. The plot smashed. Naturally, Ley- 
burne wins Penelope’s affections. 


The book interesting reading both for the tale and 
the background. Seventeenth century England with its 
coffeehouses, crowded streets and burning political and 
religious questions interestingly done. The life 
the priest the underground fascinating. The his- 
tory the reformers’ plots against the throne little 
explored and much neglected part the history that 
time. The story moves rapidly. reads easily. The 
characters are rather superficial; the dialogue develops 
the plot but hardly the characters. The construction 
the novel leaves something desired. However, 
interesting tale and worth the time anyone 
who wants escape for hour two. Finally, more 
work this same field the same author event 
well worth the watching. 


James Redding, 
Boston, Massachusetts 


* * * 


Mulkerns, Val Time Outworn 
Devin-Adair. Oct. 11, 1952. 253p. $3.00. 


There but small story this brief first novel. The 
girl and boy, both under twenty, are truly “affinities” 
their thinking and their love. When the boy goes 
the University and the girl leaves the capital city 
become librarian distant village, their heartbreak 


Best SELLERs 


real and their engagement strong. During the 
separation the girl faithful; the boy not. His illicit 
relations with close friend the girl cause her 
feel that ideal has been wronged. She becomes 
engaged the young schoolmaster the village where 
she works. moment emotional crisis, she once 
again encounters the still urgent former fiancé. The 
swift, inevitable choice and sudden denouement end 
the tale abruptly. 


However, the setting this youthful 
Tipperary and The Aran Islands—adds much the 
handling loving writer. The author has definite 
talent for the creation persons with bodies and souls, 
with recognizable virtues, vices and in-betweens. Also, 
there the clear ability evoke visible scenes, tangible 
objects, and sounds, heard and unheard. The total 
novel that is, despite its underlying tragedy, invig- 
orating. 


The author, according the publishers this made- 
in-Britain book, product the Dominican College 
Dublin. She appears giving fairly accurate 
description herself the words that Maeve, the girl 
the story, uses her diary: was Catholic 
upbringing and conviction, but Catholicism often 
tated me, the outward signs it, that is. disliked 
the people praying public, the closed 
upturned eyes, the beating the breasts.” 


The Joyce Dubliners very definitely acknowledged 
influence, both the references made the 
characters and the unmistakable love the author 
for the place-association these stories. 


One may, from time time, slightly turned away 
the Gaelicism, possibly because too frequent en- 
counters with spurious products the school, but 
Time Outworn will very heartening reading for 
adults. Further, there the definite promise that, 
unless Miss Mulkerns has drawn too heavily upon per- 
sonal experience, more work equal the best the 
present day Irish novelists may come from her. 


Doris Maguire, 
New York, New York 


Waltari, Mika Stranger Came the Farm 
Putnam. Oct. 18, 1952. 254p. $3.00. 


What reputation and popularity Mika Waltari has en- 
joyed this country has been built his previously 
historical novels, The Egyptian, The Wanderer, and 
The Adventurer. Like most authors that genre 
has mixed superficial historicity, luridly incredible deeds 
derring-do, sprinkling the whole with spicing 
sex. has proved tasteful the palates many. 
his newest novel, translated from the Finnish Naomi 
Walford, forsaken the formula fiction and has 
come with what probably his 
satisfying creation. 


reminds one Mauriac its superbly simple yet 
artful story-telling: nothing extraneous which might 
mar the cohesive unity the whole work art. 
Tightly structured, the author has relied mostly the 
imaginative reactions and understandings the indi- 
vidual reader supply the corroborative details. 
some readers this might serious flaw other- 
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wise intriguing noveletta. and turgid ver- 
bosity are vices which seems have avoided. 
Whether this sparsity the creation the original 
author the contribution the translator perhaps 
unknowable. But is, without doubt, the primary 
virtue this effectively realized portrayal ill-fated 
love between the stranger, and the mistress 
the farm which employed. 


barren, blemished strand earth eastern Fin- 
land the stranger comes sundown one day early 
Spring, answering for laborer. has walked 
out strumpet wife who duped him into think- 
ing had sired her child. Hating her and the city, 
finds psychological regeneration fighting the un- 
yielding farmland. also finds—in limitedly ma- 
terialistic way—temporary happiness with the mistress, 
whose husband alcoholic degenerate. 


justice Waltari, this inadequate synopsis does not 
reveal the oblique interplay characters who play out 
the tragedy. work which could morally dis- 
turbing indiscriminate reader. Adultery and 
murder, however seemingly justified, are themes old 
ciety they cannot condoned. The prudence the 
author must censured but his art, being classically 
Greek-like its present execution, has importance and 
stature. hoped that Waltari has made turning 


point his own creative development with this, his 
finest work date. 


John Coppinger, 
University Maryland, 
College Park, Maryland 


Almedingen, Late Arrival 
Westminster. Oct. 13, 1952. 368p. $4.00. 


struggle for existence while she learning her craft. 
Written sustained excellent style, reads inter- 
estingly many modern novel. Though will prob- 
ably not attain best seller lists, partly because there 
love story beguile the romantic reader, two attributes 
make Late Arrival distinctive work. One the 
writer’s polished skill. The other her deeply Chris- 
tian philosophy which shines through page after page 
like Christopher candle lighting shadowy world. 


The effect this book the reader all the more sur- 
prising that contains nothing spectacular; indeed, 
anything personally exciting noticeably played down. 
Nevertheless, Miss Almedingen’s story her friend- 
ships, her surmounting adversity, and her shining 
faith God, watching over her lonely existence, 
both heartwarming and inspiring. 

The author leaves Bolshevist Russia 1922. She 
equipped with degree medieval history from the 
University Petrograd and knowledge some eight 
languages. Her sole refuge her only relative, aunt 
Italy, whom she has never met. The sum total 
not conducive unmitigated optimism that she will 
attain her twin objectives: live England and 
become writer. Yet she does both—but not imme- 
diately, and not all easily. 

Miss Almedingen has minimized her own personality 
center attention the other personalities she meets. 
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First, there the aunt, Contessa, Rome, who 
obsessed with plans restore the Russian monarchy. 
Clinging the last vestiges her vanishing aristocratic 
tradition, the Contessa deeply hurt her niece’s 
indifference her political ideas and friends. The year 
Italy distinguished the narrowness its oppor- 
tunities and stultifying conventions. 


Frail but indomitable, this virtually friendless girl un- 
dertakes adventuresome trip England, with visi- 
tor’s passport and few shillings tide her over. Her 
description basic struggle keep alive has the 
flavor Dickens but enhanced her obvious delight 
the London atmosphere. For long time, her only 
potential capital seems lectures describing har- 
rowing experiences under the Bolshevist regime; but 
remains potential capital because she finds im- 
possible discuss these experiences which she has not 
yet been able evaluate her own mind. 


Her friends are really the story, and she made friends 
many kinds. There Nora, the rooming house 
char, whose warm encouragement brightens many 
dismal hour. There Isabella, another shyer and 
younger char, whose service and love are sorely needed. 
There Mr. Pomeroy, the stationer who helps with 
friendly word and occasional gift scribbling sup- 
plies, and who introduces the author writers farther 
along her own path endeavor. There Miss Kitty, 
the restaurant cashier, sympathizing with her dreams, 
and staking her meals. 


Eventually, Miss Almedingen does become writer, 
and successful one, though learn this not from 
the story but from the jacket description its author. 
Her novel, Tomorrow Will Come, won the Atlantic 
Monthly prize. Almost years after the events de- 
scribed Late Miss Almedingen was elected 
unanimously the British Royal Society Literature 
because her novel, The Golden Sequence. But one 
tempted doubt that her story the successful 
years could hold the fascination found this recital 
the early struggles. 


the hands such skilled artists Miss Almedin- 
gen, however, any account new strivings and growth 
would surely delight and inspire. 


Kathleen Enzler, 
Bethesda 14, Maryland 


* 


Griffin, John The Devil Rides Outside 
Smiths. Oct. 27, 1952. 596p. $4.00. 


Few things are dramatically promising the struggle 
betwen good and evil the soul man—and few 
things are difficult dramatize effectively. The 
struggle universal, yet intensely personal 
each individual that his experience seems unique and 
demanding expression. The promise artistic suc- 
cess this expression bright but treacherous. Mr. 
Griffin apparently thought that could give clear 
and moving concretization man’s eternal warfare be- 
cause had set rather singular circumstances 
work with; like many before him, has fallen short 
the mark. 


The Devil Rides Outside the story young man, 
religious conviction, who goes Benedictine 
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monastery France study some manuscripts. 
the monastery, follows the Benedictine rule and 
begins find monastic life much his taste. His 
former life complete surrender sexual impulse 
begins seem shoddy his eyes. first suffers 
frequent relapses—every hour outside the monastery 
dangerous; eventually, however, temptations lose some 
their power and the young man fights his way the 
beginning Christian growth. 


The plot has potentialities and must have meant great 
deal the author; but the plain, blunt truth that 
Mr. Griffin does not write well. has not sharpened 
his narrative the fineness necessary for tension and 
clarity; his fuzziness goes far that misunderstands 
the situation which has placed his hero. The 
young man remains non-Catholic, knows nothing 
the dogma that makes the basis the monastic life, 
yet reaches out for the life itself. might have 
expected, emotion plays very large part his “con- 
version,” one factor which wild presumption 
that few moments self-induced excitement prayer 
are really sensible grace. 

Discipline might have given power the novel, might 
have made the struggle palpable, believable, and grip- 
ping. Yet there discipline clarity. The 
author, and the publishers, apparently have made the 
age-old mistake thinking that mere mechanical out- 
pouring details constitutes effective imagery. What 
they seem consider the virtue realism actually 
the sad lack the powers insight and expression. 
Mr. Griffin piles details order bring events and 
moods life, but succeeds only making his novel 
long and boring. the same token, writes fully 
and disgustingly his hero’s sex life apparently be- 
cause thinks such writing apt his purpose; actu- 
ally, the only excuse for the method the author’s 
artistic deficiency—he does not know how else por- 
tray the state the man’s soul. might add that Mr. 
Griffin does not seem conscious the fact that 
has portrayed person whose obsession with sex 
borders the pathological. 

The purpose behind the book was good, but the artistic 
effort failure. There reason why anyone 
should bother read this work. Incidentally, the fact 
that the publishers are new the trade partial, 
but inadequate, excuse for the execrable taste mani- 
fested the design the jacket. 


William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Mauriac, Francois The Loved and the Unloved 
Pellegrini Cudahy. Oct. 1952. 153p. $3.00. 


Francois Mauriac has gone back under the rock 
civilization again expose, pointlessly would seem, 
the human slugs that live nether world moral 
disease and decay. The fetid atmosphere desperate, 
hopeless, monotonous sin that pervades most his 
novels clings every page this little book. 


The Loved and the Unloved the story tangle, 
not vipers this time but miserable worms. There 
created kind fictional chiasma whereby Gilles 
Salone sacrifices his comrade Nicolas Plassac gain 
the love Marie Dubernet while the same time 
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Madame Agathe sacrifices the virtue Marie win 
Nicolas marriage. The futility both sacrifices 
bitter thing: Marie would have gone Gilles without 
any intermediary and the friendship which motivated 
Nicolas had its existence only the mind Nicolas 
himself. These four principle characters move against 
background people who are pathetically vile 
miserably petty most Mauriac’s creations. The 
crossing plots are neither novel nor ingeniously de- 
veloped. complete submission the rake 
Salone story old time, while the attraction 
the middle-aged and ugly spinster for the young and 
scabrous Plassac too familiar need re-delineation. 


feeling pity aroused for Nicolas who submits 
overtures from Agathe for the sake his friend even 
though realizes that such move will cost him the 
friendship that has meant much and will involve 
him inextricably with woman who can offer nothing 
return. The tragedy worked out completely when 
Gilles wins Marie although the conquest may scarcely 
termed victory because the sordid quality the 
affair; when Agathe turned from Nicolas; when 
Nicolas left alone, deserted, abandoned bridge 
waiting for “someone” (with small whom 
Mauriac hastens assure the reader God. 


Being aware the conviction that Mauriac has, that 
sin everywhere prevalent and that there are very few 
bits virtue caught into the pattern everyday life, 
being aware that Mauriac prone overvalue and 
certainly over play the sensual, being aware the in- 
criminatory soul-searchings Mauriac’s creations, there 
seems little reason read this latest his long pro- 
duction. 


There is, however, postcript the novelettte, which 
more important than the tale itself. Mauriac 
attempts rationalize his approach literary creation 
and defend his viewpoint humanity. this day 
when critics are divided over the sense ‘sin and its 
presentation Catholic authors, this postcript may 
well the Rosetta Stone that will enable readers 
decipher the mind workings men like Mauriac and 
Bernanos and Waugh and Greene. Mauriac states 
bluntly that novelist must his guard against 
trying prove anything.” justifies portrayal 
world “noticeably denuded Grace” with God absent 
from it. admits that his works Grace “breaks in” 
less and less grows older. 


Mauriac declares that paints black picture which 
mankind warped and showing the world mask 
fixed hard and hateful grimace. shows human- 
ity untouched Grace. seeks express “precisely 
those shards and fragments life lived 
half dead provincial town.” 


While the matter will not settled pages this 
review, there seems definite lack proportion, 
jaundiced view, prejudiced pen that will give one 
hundred and fifty-three pages the pursuit vicious- 
ness and the viciousness pursuit and give but half 
sentence the rejection the world vice for that 
God. Mauriac sums rather definitely “my 
talent does not easily breathe the air sublimity.” 


William Noé Field, 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 
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Fitzgerald, Brassil 

Onward Mr. Casey: The Misadventures 

Gentle Man 
Newman. Sept. 24, 1952. 249p. $3.00. 
There was never dull moment when Grandpa Casey 
was Casey, that Through thir- 
teen chapters, each containing episode complete 
itself, the unpredictable son Erin amuses, cajoles, 
rends the heart strings the inimitable professional 
Irish fashion. 
There Katie’s Grandpa weighing the scales her 
choice favor Joe Polaski the Marines over Baird 
the overbearing Harvard professor. There the old 
soldier off the Veteran’s Hospital when Katie’s Aunt 
Ethel (and his sister-in-law) makes the housing 
Grandpa bar the marriage. There the good 
Samaritan, California bound Katie and Joe, sacrific- 
ing his train space the German immigrant mother 
and infant—awakening find his wallet gone. soft 
touch Grandpa and the sad tale the failure ever 
opportunity extend his largesse. When this 
done with money for Aunt Ethel’s train fare not even 
‘old silver tongue,” she calls him, can rally accept- 
able excuse. There the Grandpa the cognac bottle 
—just nip—and the sen-sen, war with St. Chris- 
topher when obstacles arise, forgiving him when they 
disappear; the Grandpa the rosary and the game 
forty-fives. 
How extricated from the complicated situations 
that arise his life the task author who surely 
understands such grandfathers, their shortcomings, their 
saving graces, their very human traits. Though his 
stumbling blocks many, Grandpa’s iron will lifts 
him above them and urges him forward the hymn 
“Onward, Christian Soldiers” was proposed do. 


Everyone ought enjoy reading Brassil Fitzgerald’s 
collection Mr. Casey stories, told with humour and 
little pathos the musical prose the Emerald Isle 
and dedicated the author Mr. Casey’s oldest 
friend, Father Ralph Gorman, C.P., Editor the Sign. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Bankson, Budd Should Live Long 
Lippincott. Oct. 22, 1952. 287p. $3.50. 


professional entertainer like the Good Humour 
Man; he’ll push his cart anywhere, ring his little bell, 
and start selling his wares soon any semblance 
crowd starts gather. Budd Bankson 
sional Good Humour Man who has pushed his cart 
across four continents and peddled his wares from deep 
the heart Texas Albert Hall, London, and 
beyond. 

special service officer wide blue yonder boys dur- 
ing World War led the zaniest bunch loons 
ever misfitted into uniform. Though the uniform mis- 
fitted they were not miscast. They did rough tough 
job doing things just for kicks and bringing laughter 
the combat G.I. the front. one occasion they 
even went far darn near play for the Germans 
what they thought was American held 
such itinerary seems idiotic, was idiots’ delight for 
them and those they entertained. 
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was wonderful adventure then, and now that Budd 
Bankson has wrapped the memory all words 
it’s wonderful story. And he’s still pushing that 
Good Humour cart, it’s because has something 
sell that pure delight. Let him push right into 
your living room and you can sit down enjoy the 
funniest book come out the war. 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Howard, Joseph Kinsey 
Strange Empire: Narrative the Northwest 
Morrow. Oct. 1952. $6.00. 


Since river basins, especially those rich resources, are 
likely arteries commerce and areas settle- 
ment, they tend become zones unity rather than 
separation. Such region the heart our con- 
tinent where the Red River the North flows across 
the northwestern plains the United States and Can- 
ada and then empties into Lake Winnepeg. Instinct 
drew the Indian here, and he, turn, was joined 
French hunters and frontiersmen, soon followed 
Scots, English, and American pioneers. Through 
intermarriage there grew new people mixed 
blood, the Metis, who spoke French and Cree, and who 
twice during the last century struggled create 
nation their own. 


this extremely impassioned and emotional narrative, 
the manuscript which was completed shortly before 
the author’s death year ago last August, Joseph Kin- 
sey Howard tells the tragic story these half-breeds, 
who attempted hold back the westward march 
two greater nations. Scholarly and meticulous pres- 
entation, Mr. Howard enriches his narrative with in- 
numerable little sidelights, such the buffalo hunt 
and fur trade, about Sitting Bull, the Sioux and Custer, 
about Chief Joseph and the Nez Percés. Unfortu- 
nately, such preoccupation with details frequently leads 
the writer into digressions and discussions irrelevant 
matters, which tend distract the reader 
central story. 


Although Strange Empire essentially the account 
the pitiful fate the Metis people and their fruitless 
struggle, attention really concentrated their pathe- 
tic leader, irrational zealot, Louis David Riel. When 
negotiations were underway 1869 transfer Rupert’s 
Land the Dominion Canada, Riel sought arouse 
his people against the authorities. Refusing ousted 
from their land, the Metis established 
government their own and demanded provincial 
status. Twice Riel was elected Parliament, but was 
denied admission both occasions, finally being forced 
flee across the border rebel. Exiled and fugi- 
tive, Riel wandered around the United States and for 
several years was confined asylum while de- 
veloped delusions divine mission. even went 
far break from the Catholic Church and began 
preach doctrines his own. Urged the Metis 


return and resume his leadership, Riel prepared for 
open insurrection. After several skirmishes and fierce 
fighting the Metis were overpowered. Louis Riel was 
captured, stood trial for high treason and was hanged 
November 16, 1885. 
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Informative and copiously documented, Strange Em- 
pire, history, successfully fills gap our knowledge 
the expansion movement this continent. How- 
ever, its true worth overshadowed Mr. Howard’s 
unbound sympathy and admiration for these people 
about whom writes. Thanks Bernard DeVoto’s 
notes the author’s instinctive compassion for the 
exploited and oppressed, the reader able steel him- 
self against the writer’s intense enthusiasm. Thus aware 
Mr. Howard’s mind and attitude, one able sift 
fact from fancy and understand his naivete. And 
can better appreciate the author’s remarks about the 
Church those days. Not easy reading any means, 
Strange Empire worthwhile fare for those interested 
the history the western continent. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


* * * 


Baker, Carlos Hemingway: The Writer Artist 
Princeton University Press. Oct. 1952. 322p. $4.50. 


There may enough libraries which will purchase 
this scholarly estimate the literary skill and achieve- 
ments Ernest Hemingway make something 
best seller. any rate, book about the author 
several best sellers and one the foremost crafts- 
men present-day American letters, and may de- 
serve mention and comment these columns. 


The author has made this something research paper 
that his language smacks the “literary critic.” One 
the things Mr. Baker has not learned, adopted 
anyhow, from his subject muscularity words. 
There great deal the shop-talk obfuscation and 
the literary tea appanage; and use such words 
makes guilty smoking the viewing glass 
Mr. Baker. For instance: “In the first forty-five stories, 
this besieging horror the limitless, the hallucinatory, 
the heartland darkness, bulks like Jungian Shadow 
behind the lives many the protaganists” (p. 132). 
Or: “The conjunction the Wahrheit 
with the non-literary symbols the Dichtung gives 
Hemingway’s best work its special strength and staying 
power. Either one, taken itself, would involve 
falsification experience, unilateral objectivity 
unilateral subjectivity the apprehension what 


293). 


That sort writing, and worse because 
stretches, pads out otherwise admirable study 
Hemingway’s work date. the general impression 
the reader, finally closing this book, that Mr. 
Baker trying make his subject more important than 
is, apotheosize Papa out all proportion; then 
there also renewed interest Hemingway’s novels 
and short stories and better understanding his 
artistic efforts and ideals. one balances the other, 
and the sum both interesting book that might 
have been much better for deliberate purging all the 
overworked technical gobbledygook modern critical 
attitudes. The attitudes show through the verbiage. 
But, for want better present, this the best thing 
Hemingway date, saving Hemingway himself. 


Richard Conlin, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
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Hark, Ann Blue Hills and Shoofly Pie 
Lippincott. Oct. 22, 1952. 284p. $3.75. 


The expression, Dutch,” calls mind 
such fleeting impressions shoofly pie, blue-painted 
doors advertise marriageable daughter, signs 
red barns, and the quaint dress “queer” sect 
Pennsylvania. Usually there also feeling that this 
fast disappearing clan with the old-world customs 
closed corporation with outsiders welcome. 


Blue Hills and Shoofly Pie, Ann Hark’s fourth book 
about her beloved people, endeavors dispel many 
misconceptions about the Pennsylvania Dutch while 
portraying them the friendly, hospitable folk they 
actually are. 


Miss Hark, herself Moravian born and 
with background newspaper experience, describes 
year spent the picturesque countryside where most 
these sects dwell. There are fact many persua- 
sions Pennsylvania Dutch: Moravian, House Amish, 
Peachy Amish, Church Amish, Dunkers, Mennonites, 
and River Brethren, all practicing varying degrees 
unworldliness. Miss Hark interestingly sketches the 
costumes the men, women and children, and sets 
forth the reasons for their various colors. 


Her account Church Sing, the country auctions 
and home-interiors, Amish wedding, and Dunker 
love feast are high spots the chronicle. There also 
brief mystery surrounding the inscription pair 
Erdspiegel mirrors. Legends the Pennsylvania Dutch 
folklore and mouth-watering portrayals the food 
served the homes these industrious people make 
large portion the book. The author has also 
included couple dozen usable recipes for the dishes 
she enthuses about. 


The makes pleasant reading and probably the 
next best thing visit with the friendly folk lov- 
ingly pictured their blue hills’ setting. 


Kathleen 
Bethesda 14, Maryland 


Briggs, Arthur 


Walt Whitman: Thinker and Artist 
Philosophical Library. 1952. 472p. $4.75. 


The strangeness Walt Whitman’s poetic creations 
and his affinity for the radical-bizarre were bound 
bring down him the thunders the critics his 
conservative day. inevitable was the rallying 
eager defenders the author the “barbaric yawp,” 
cultists who beheld Whitman modern prophet, 
brave iconoclast, pioneer new paths freedom, 
the herald new dawn. Arthur Briggs names the 
cultists Walt Whitman: Thinker and Artist, “the 
Uranians, Cosmotheticians, Evolutionists, Socialists, and 
Humanists.” disagrees with them all, and with 
anyone who does not subscribe the opinion that 
Whitman’s creed was “personalistic humanism,” 
avatar that the reader may find difficult distinguish 
from other Whitmanite cults. 


The book lumbering effort interpretation 
Whitman’s complexities, arising out devotion 
the good gray poet. But Briggs has not the prudence 
stop, like Ben Johnson, this, side idolatry, and de- 
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spite the earnestness and zeal the author, the results 
are not happy. shoulders aside other interpreters 
Whitman, scholarly otherwise, offering mere 
swatches their theories, and countering with bald 
statement his own differing notions. Even where the 
poet himself shied away from final definition his 
meaning doctrine, Briggs, with boldness that runs 
brashness, makes his mind for him, that 
appears that Briggs not afraid rush where Whit- 
man feared tread. While assails dogmatism 
Briggs markedly dogmatic himself, delivering 
cathedra pronouncements, mostly condemnatory, 
such widely diversified subjects Aristotle’s concept 
God—Briggs finds him roi fainéant (p. 19)—and 
Jeffersonian Democrats and Liberty Leaguers (pp. 139- 
140). the exuberance his poetic fancy, Whitman 
threw off much contradictory material good and 
evil, immortality, war and the existence God. Ex- 
plaining such material might plague interpreters who 
are not certain that Whitman never error, but 
Briggs has taken his stand firmly that premise and 
can reconcile even the irreconcilable. 


This not satisfactory interpretation Whitman, 
without noting the author’s obviously wide search for 
parallels Whitman’s ideas the works many 
poets and philosophers. 
Dennis McCarthy, O.P., Ph.D., 

Chairman, Department English, 

Providence College, 

Providence Rhode Island 


Sharpe, William Brain Surgeon 


Viking. Oct. 17, 1952. 271p. $3.75. 

Someone has said that surgeons are the “prima donnas 
medicine” and, that so, the author this book 
might cited example since sings brief but 
full-blown aria, the form autobiography, 
his exploits the field neurosurgery. Son 
minister, William Sharpe early decided 
medicine career. Forsaking the Jefferson and Penn- 
sylvania his native Philadelphia, entered Harvard 
College and garnered young fortune tutoring students 
hygiene. After some time Germany and Italy 
entered Harvard Medical School and graduated in- 
ternships Hopkins Baltimore and Roosevelt 
New York. Then went the new Harvard Medical 
School China and back New York for practice 
neurosurgery. Anecdote follows anecdote and case after 
case cited these and later sections the book. 
The later sections deal with the author’s career 
neurosurgery, especially his work the early operative 
treatment cerebral palsy, his foundation the Pan 
American Medical Association, his life the Ham- 
mocks, Southern estate later devoted Negro 
teachers and several other items. the whole Dr. 
Sharpe’s life exciting and readable story. 
marred, however, his illicit liaisons with several 
women and his extremely loose handling the 
truth case involving birth control. this case 
told his Spanish patient that the Church the United 
States was not rigid condemning therapeutic con- 
traception and then mistranslated priest’s statement 
the contrary patient was convinced. 
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O’Brien, John Sex-Character Education 
Macmillan. Oct. 14, 1952. 212p. $2.75. 


The principle thesis this valuable contribution the 
literature this subject that parents have the pri- 
mary obligation for imparting sex education their 
children. The author and thirteen other contributors 
seek give these parents the what, when and how 
such education. 

The book discusses variety topics—who should 
give the instruction, how answer sex questions 
children, dates, petting and courtship, pointers for teen 
agers, arguments for chastity and the process gesta- 
tion. 
With numerous studies indicating that the overwhelm- 
ing majority our American youngsters receive their 
initial sex education from equally uninformed com- 
panions, the need for organized parental attack be- 
comes all the clearer. The neglect such education 
parents results sexual, emotional 
logical which may never eradicated. 
those instances where parents did seek impart such 
knowledge, they did when the child was almost 
years old. Plainly, they were bit too late, most 
children will have heard and experienced great deal 
the time they reach such age. 


Included the discussion are number sample 
stories which parents can use explaining sex func- 
tions young children from six eleven years. Also 
included are excerpts from records the subject pro- 
duced the Christophers. 


thinking parent can deny the importance the 
subject covered competently and clearly the con- 
tributors. Its fundamental and practical approach 
makes handy tool the hands those parents 
who are honestly seeking the answers their own 
well their children’s problems sex education. 


Recommended for all adults with direct indirect 
interest contact with children. 


John Baldi, 

Chairman, Department Social 
Sciences, 

University Scranton 

* * 


Walcheren, Peter van der Meer 


The White Paradise 
McKay. Oct. 24, 1952. $2.00. 


The author this book became Catholic 1911 
the age One the persons responsible for his 
conversion was the noted French writer, Léon Bloy. 
Since that time, Jacques Maritain says the Intro- 
duction, “his task was first and foremost assert the 
cultural power Catholicism something alive 
and valid ever the past” (p. has 
exerted profound influence upon the young intel- 
lectuals Holland, and has made them aware their 
obligation meeting the challenge the modern world 
and also counteracting what his countryman, Jan 
Engleman, has called: “the chill winds Calvinism 
destructive all new cultural growth” (p. 17). 


The present work, which translation from the 
Dutch, was written result brief visit the 
famous Carthusian monastery Valsainte the 
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Swiss Alps. Since these mountains were then covered 
with snow gave his book the title The White Para- 
dise. first describes the origin and the purpose 
the Carthusian Order which St. Bruno founded 
1084. brings out that ideal combination 
the best features the eremetical and coenobitical life. 
The monks live separate cells and assemble stated 
tims for Mass and the divine office. The Carthusian 
monastery has hardly any the material comforts 
life. For example, the time Walcheren’s visit, 
the temperature was zero and yet there was heat 
the monastery, though their kindness the monks 
had provided him with stove the guest-room. The 
daily life the Carthusians almost uninterrupted 
round prayer and manual work, and practically 
the same today was the time its establish- 
ment the 11th The only relaxation that 
the monks longer observe perpetual silence. They 
come together for recreation Sundays and feast-days 
and once week for walk together the moun- 
tains. 

The second part this book vindication the 
Carthusian Way life. those who believe that the 
present-day needs the Church call for religious who 
are engaged the active minstry answers the 
words the late Pius that “they who dedicate 
themselves without respite the service prayer and 
penance much more for the progress the Church 
and the salvation mankind than they who labor 
cultivate God’s fields” (p. 72-73). also summarizes 
the Carthusian system spirituality and proves that 
not only accord with the traditional ascetical doc- 
trine Catholicism but also one the surest means 
reaching the heights sanctity. 

book like this very helpful enabling under- 
stand the history religious order which has 
been truly said: “It has never been reformed because 
never became deformed” (p. 69). also very 
timely since the first Carthusian monastery 
United States has only recently been established 
congratulated for providing with such excellent 
English translation. 


Bernanos, Georges The Heart 
Based the novel The Song the Scaffold Gertrud 
Von LeFort and the scenario Bruckberger and Philippe 
Agostini; translated from the French Michael Legat. 
Newman. Sept. 19, 1952. 128p. $2.25. 

Collectors Bernanos, and maybe Bruckberger well, 
will interested this graft one medium upon 
another. are told the publishers that Bernanos 
had read the novella previously but did not refer 
while working film version which had been writ- 
ten earlier Father Bruckberger. This film version 
Bernanos said have rewritten almost completely. 
What the latter changes involved are not divulged 
the reader, but apparent that Miss Von LeFort’s 
book has been re-oriented and, course, reduced 
dialog. Occasionally very brief descriptive “scenes” 
are interpolated the French publisher, where action 
without dialog had taken place the film. Some sec- 
tions the original story have been omitted altogether, 
notably the cup-of-blood orgy which Emmet Lavery re- 
tained his stage version. the other hand, Ber- 
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nanos interpolates least one new bit action, 
Blanche Force’s refusal leave the Carmel her 
brother’s suggestion. 


Consisting dialog wholly the book does, the entire 
burden character, plot and thesis development car- 
ried the lines spoken various characters. (Occa- 
sionally, single, uninterrupted speech runs over 
400 words). There little opportunity for the nuances 
which made The Song the Scaffold plausible. 
Showing clearly the lines are the various types 
fear which man subject—fear approaching 
death, fear disgracing one’s class, fear for another, 
fear life itself, and fear which submerges itself 
God’s love. Because the stripped background, how- 
ever, the thesis seems more baldly developed than 
the original book. 


independent work, the new publication enjoy- 
able for its fluid sentences, persuasive argument, typed 
characters whose lines are always appropriate, and the 
deep-lying faith which pervades its pages. will not, 
unfortunately, stand itself without previous reference 
the story which based. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Bessieres, Albert, S.J. Mother and Mystic 
Newman. Sept. 19, 1952. 256p. $2.75. 


The same month which saw the canonization Bene- 
dict Saint Margaret Mary and St. Joan Arc, 
May 1920, saw also the beatification Louise Maril- 
lac and the saintly heroine this book, Anna-Maria 
Like Saint Margaret Mary she was mystic, 
sometimes rapt out this world the contemplation 
her Beloved; like Joan Arc she was woman who 
translated God’s messages into the language feeble 
men and sped upon His errands families, the nobil- 
ity, members the hierarchy, even the represent- 
ative Christ earth. But with Louise Marillac 
Anna-Maria shared great love for the poor, for the 
sick, for the abandoned; and though wife and mother 
she found time visit them, console them their 
own homes and such hospitals the eighteenth cen- 
tury Rome which she knew could offer. 


The biography this woman, member the Third 
Order the Holy Trinity, uncovers some slight 
degree the mysterious ways God with men. 
temporary with Napoleon and alive through the days 
his rise and fall power, alert all this meant 
the Church which she loved well, Anna-Maria play- 
willingly her part victim expiating the sins 
the world and the sins individuals. So, she was told, 
she could offer consolation the suffering heart 
Christ, Victim for the world and for each man the 
world. She had especial gift prophecy which 
enabled her see vision what was withheld from 
those about her, and her counsel was constantly sought 
men learning charged with the administration 
ecclesiastical affairs. Never did she fail them, but never 
either did she fail offer herself generously suffer 
that evil might averted from that same Church 
which they sought guide 
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This book well worth reading and should must 
for all those, religious lay, who are engaged social 
work. will give impetus the motive lying be- 
hind all such work which makes very dear the 
heart God. Unfortunately the format the book 
unattractive and the language spots both flat and 
dull. The woman herself emerges, strangely enough, 
very much alive and one wonders sometimes how she 
could from such poor treatment. addition 
inspiring story for any wife, mother mystic, one also 
gets this book integrated picture Europe, par- 
ticularly France and Italy, during the eighteenth cen- 
tury. spite its drawbacks, and the emphasis 
the intrigues and misbehaviour certain courtiers 
one them, this book will repay reading. 


Sister Mary William, 
The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Botein, Justice Bernard Trial Judge 


Simon Schuster. 1952. 337p. $5.00. 

Job counsellors and personnel advisers lay great stress 
that intangible thing they call satisfaction.” How 
many men and women, one wonders, are able, after ten 
years one position, view their daily tasks with the 
same sense adventure and the same thrill great- 
things-to-be-accomplished they possessed 
first month? All persons who read this book will 
amazed the perennial enthusiasm Judge Botein pos- 
sesses for the business judging. Though the judge 
his short chapter “Drama the Court at- 
tempts debunk the prevalent notion that trials are 
dramatic, the entire book reflects his own keen aware- 
ness all the countervailing forces and tensions, the 
passions and sorrows that enter into and flow from the 
case, the very ingredients that make for 
rama. 


Intuitively the reader feels that the thoughts man 
who, after ten years, can approach the subject the 
trial case with such eagerness and alert the 
human factors involved, must worthy careful con- 
sideration. They are worthy indeed. Your reviewer, 
who has had many occasions the past research 
among the tomes and legal journals the same points 
law discussed Judge Botein his different chapters 
has never found more clear and comprehensive ap- 
proach. But the judge’s approach, unlike that the law 
which says uses nightly soporific, 
will hold your interest until the wee hours. 


this day fashions when the mode progres- 
sive lawyers belittle juries not only because they 
hinder dispatch but also because they lack expertness, 
encouraging read Judge Botein’s vindication 
them. Though recognizes their shortcomings, 
states from experience that “Jurors Are Nobody’s 
Fools” and their methods, apparently illogical, are pro- 
uctive justice. 


addition the many aspects trial judge’s life 
discusses, such jury selection, disposition motions, 
writing opinions, and pretrial conferences, Judge Bo- 
tein’s comments the domestic relation cases di- 
vorce, custody and commitments are most constructive. 
chapters these subjects are seriously recom- 
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mended all social workers who resent the interfer- 
ence the courts their work. 


layman lawyer’s name for non-lawyers] can fail 
profit this explanation the courts action. 
The very abundance illustrative anecdotes makes its 
reading pleasure. Lawyers will appreciate the book 
not only for the stories related but also for the depth 
its thought some highly controversial problems. 
And for students who aspire lawyers, this book 
should made compulsory reading. 


Blanchard, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Dvorin, Eugene 
Racial Separation South Africa 
University Chicago Press. Sept. 19, 1952. 256p. $4.50. 


The central theme this book the “apartheid” 
policies the Nationalist Party the Union South 
Africa, their fundamental basis and their origins 
tradition and morality. gives the implications 
“apartheid” relation the Afrikaner, Dutch 
derived racial stock, the European groups, the Asiatic, 
the Colored and the Native population. According 
the preface, not “an apologia but well 
rounded analysis without which meaningful conclusions 
are impossible.” 


The Union South Africa has heterogenous popula- 
tion over 13,000,000 people. 2,750,000 are European 
origin, 60% Afrikaner and about 40% British South 
Africans. 1,000,000 are Colored, that is, mixed breeds. 
There are 300,000 Asiatics and over 9,000,000 Natives, 
mostly Bantu. 1948 the Nationalist Party under 
Daniel Malan came into power coalition with 
the Afrikaner Party, holding out 150 seats the 
House Assembly. Since that time the direct vote 
for the House Assembly has been limited Euro- 
peans. The Cape Colored, who had supported the 
United Party the Opposition, were deprived direct 
franchise and allowed only vote for 
three Europeans represent their interests the 
House. They will further segregated geographically 
and jobs they may hold. For Asiatics the policy 
has been remove them from economic competition 
with the Europeans, Colored and Natives, far 
bonus-encouraged repatriation and eventually ex- 
treme segregation. Complete segregation intended 
established for the Natives tribal reserves— 
roded lands that present are unabel support the 
50% the Native population already there. The 
cheap labor formerly supplied the Natives will 
taken care transient labor from African colonies 
outside South Africa. While these things seem 
deprivations, better days are ahead for the Colored and 
Natives, since they will able develop their own 
culture free from European corruption. Governmental 
positions over them, however, wil lalways held 
Europeans. This, bluntly, the “apartheid” policy 
the Nationalists, has been partially put into prac- 
tice and theoretically projected. 


The basis for “apartheid” is—Africa for the Europeans, 
since the African inferior being. Traditionally 
this has been the fact since the Boers first went 
Africa, and continued throughout their trek the 
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interior when they sought avoid English rule and the 
end slavery. Morally justified the basis 
sound Calvinism and the scriptural interpretations 
the Old Testament given the three branches 
the Dutch Reformed Church South Africa. These 
say that the Afrikanervolk are the chosen race God 
were the Isrealites old the Promised Land. 
South the Sahara the areas European settle- 
ment, the Nationalist Party setting the racial pattern 
for the whole continent, direct opposition the 
policies the English Colonial Office the West 
Coast. For South Africa itself, means that complete 
political control will pass into the hands the, rough- 
ly, 1,500,000 Afrikaners, with minority political status 
for the remaining Europeans, and political position 
all for the other classes. 

Mr. Dvorin unfortunately does not draw any “mean- 
ingful conclusions.” does not round out the analysis 
treating the basis racial theory 
which the non-South African world thinks has been 
thoroughly disproven the bloody cost World 
War II. does not point out the fact that Africa 
very definitely the Communist timetable with the 
preliminary investigators and agitators already being 
very much evidence. denies the competence 
the U.N. the situation claiming “apartheid” 
purely domestic does nothing, fine, 
except present “apologia for apartheid.” Osten- 
sibly written for American public, presupposes 
more than ordinary knowledge the British Common- 
wealth Nations and the Union South Africa it- 
self. worthwhile reading get the Nationalist 
point view, which seems combination pre- 
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scholarly language. 
Peter Hogan, 
Epiphany Apostolic College, 
Newburgh,.New York 


* * 


Barkins, Evelyn Are These Our Doctors? 
Fell. Oct. 20, 1952. 192p. $2.50. 


The author, wife doctor, has evidently become 
enamored this business doctoring, this her 
book about doctors. 

Enclosed the package for the reviewer was glossy 
photo the lady who wrote the book. There was also 
mimeographed sheet which set forth the purported 
reactions persons who had been let the secrets 
contained its pages. Her publisher claims she 
under hour police guard protect her from those 
who desire suppress publication this tome. 


After reviewing the medico-literary effort, find 
difficult determine why the fireworks. this kind 
“exposé” will lead people threaten the life 
author, let all writers the future beware. 

The first thesis developed this shocker that doctors 
are like other humans, and they need their daily quota 
food, drink and rest. The second that doctors 
don’t always tell their patients all the truth about their 
illnesses, and that there are medical myths (if not 
originated, least perpetuated doctors) which make 
doctors out Supermen. The third that ladies’ 
magazines don’t always print what scientifically true 
about medicine and its practice. 


Best 


There are number other points developed, namely 
that some doctors are unethical, some patients impatient 
for cure, that some doctor-patient relationships are 
bad, and that some doctors rely the patient’s ignor- 
ance and fear his illness rather than their ability 
diagnose and treat. 


possible (just flight Mars possible) that 
such startling revelations could incite some persons 
the lady bodily harm. For myself, prefer think 
that this nice little effort which will make money 
for all concerned while adding light note the busi- 
ness doctoring. And, lest there any mistake, 
bear the lady ill will, and under circumstances 
one, would her publicity men for their nonsensi- 
cal pre-publication releases. 


John Baldi, 

Chairman, Department Social 
Sciences, 

University Scranton 
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Key, Ted You Like Hazel 
Dutton. Nov. 1952. 128p. $2.50. 


great many subscribers the Saturday Evening Post 
turn first the next-to-last page each issue soon 
arrives. Hazel the reason. Several more than 
128 these popular cartoons are here included 
tween boards, and the binding strikes shoddily 
unattractive and unbecoming the stature Hazel and 
the asking price Two-Fifty. Hazel would, asked, 
have preferred paper covers. She would meet more 
people that way. 


the rare event you have not met her, Hazel the 
housemaid suburban middle-class home, which 
she condescends the Mister and the Missus and 
cessfully copes with Junior. She industrious, 
pendent mind and tastes, has ingenuity and imagi- 
nation and sound sense humor. wonder she 
boss all but name. Flat feet and bulges included, 
she worth her weight gold and lucky are the folks 
who have Hazel the house, even though she does, 
times, fraternize with the guests and puncture 
tenses. 


Ewen, David 


The Complete Book 20th Century Music 
Prentice-Hall. Oct. 20, 1952. 498p. $7.50. 


Mr. Ewen has been making quite good thing out 
musical lore and has served the American public 
presenting popular form biographies and commer- 


taries musical figures and forms. This book 
generous collection snippets biography, program 
notes, and quoted critical comment, limited 
mediocre, and minor composers, who 
with the twentieth century and “modern music.” But 
leading and need not have been. strikes being 
handy sampler the program notes that might 
prepared for printing the jackets records 
the flyleaves record albums. good popular 
introduction twentieth century music and 
composers. And must also disagree with the 
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sentence the Preface, which boasts that the “book 
the first any language analyze today’s musical com- 
positions all the major forms.” There very little 
analysis anywhere the book. The third paragraph 
more honestly modest: “it should serve con- 
venient help the layman better understanding 
contemporary works with which not yet 


But even that declaration raises the question whether 
anyone, layman dedicated professional, 
understand any music with which not yet familiar 
simply reading quotations from critics and descrip- 
tions the unheard music. for one would not 
better able more ready understand Bartok’s six 
quartets reading three short paragraphs about the 
second the six; nor could understand the beauty 
his music for Strings, Percussion and Celesta find- 
ing out that the “work closes with energetic Allegro 
molto, one whose principal subjects peasant 
dance the Lydian mode.” And there mention 
Bartok’s experiments with opera, e.g., Barbe-bleu; 
and ballet, The Miraculous 
more, doubt very seriously that anyone will derive 
anything but wisp scant information from the brief 
account Honegger’s King David. And the same may 
said for pratically every entry the book. 

the credit side, however, great deal: even in- 
formation about the composers awakens curiosity 
hear their compositions; and, many instances, men- 
tion works author whom one knows only 
one another small composition, widens interest 
that composer and raises one’s estimate his scope 
and ability. And the book sufficiently inclusive 
“encyclopedia” make handy thing have beside 
one’s record-player for quick reference, and for brief 
summary the composer’s span and contribution. 


may that the unwarranted “complete” the title 
has irked me. There enough pretentiousness among 
the devotees music already, without having more 
braggadocio foist us, even with the best in- 


tentions. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 
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Vanderbilt, Amy 

Complete Book Etiquette, Guide 

Gracious Living 
Oct. 1952. 700p. Plain edition, $5.00. 
tion, $5.75. 
Amy Vanderbilt has covered this 700 page volume 
just about everything imaginable the field eti- 
quette. While the attempt may surpass Emily 
Post leader this highly developed field, this re- 
viewer believes Miss Post generally little more 
liberal and has good deal more common sense. One 
has the feeling from some the material Amy Van- 
berbilt’s work that she sneers many the practices 
“high society” while the same time her rules and 
regulations are aimed only for this same “high society” 
people attempting enter it. She unequivocal 
her statements. For instance, she insists that man 
should wear only jewelry made entirely precious 
metals. This for the average man with home responsi- 
bilities who wants only pair cuff She seems 
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assume that everyone has least part-time maid 
but says those unfortunates who have maid “It 
far better wear simple, starched house dress, 
clean one daily you must 
the mother young children and help? She 
seems feel that the average reader has little 
sense propriety, her instructions men include 
few reminders such “Do not speak intimately 
girl other men,” “Do not talk repulsive things 
table,” “Do not fail show respect clergy men 
women religious orders.” 


cannot denied that the time comprehensive. 
divided into nine main sections, beginning with 
“The ceremonies life,” “Dress and manners,” “Home 
entertaining,” “Household management,” “Correspond- 
ence,” “The family and social education the chil- 
dren,” “Your public life,” “Official etiquette for civil- 
ians,” and finally, “Travel etiquette home abroad.” 
This comprehensiveness may make this work appeal 
patrons Public Libraries but doubted that the 
average person, looking for guide etiquette, would 
need want vast and formidable book. 


Jeanne Marie Popecki, 

Catholic University America 
Library, 

Washington, 


Hughes, Langston Laughing Keep from Crying 
Holt. Mar. 24, 1952. 206p. $2.75. 

April, 1950, Simple Speaks His Mind (cf. Best Sellers 
May 1950) group essays and genre pieces tied 
together around central character, was marketed 
Mr. Hughes. was rather good compilation. 
this book has tried repeat his former success. Un- 
fortunately, seems have had dig deeply into 
the barrel for some that they are, least, moldy and 
odorous. might that the magazines which 
several originally appeared have cast their pattern over 
the storie, e.g., The Anvil, Esquire, Stag, and The New 
Yorker. 


Four the twenty-four pieces are very good: 
Passing for Who” and “Trouble with the Angels” are 
satire high vein his own race; “Slice Him Down” 
psychological development the “tough atti- 
tude among the lower class; “One Friday 
the story Negro girl rising above the loss art 
scholarship. “Professor”, wherein the hero supports 
Jim Crow education for personal advantage, “Tain’t 
So” and “Something Common”, dealing with South- 
ern-schooled Negro-white relations far from their origi- 
nal locale, are good. “On the Read” next door 
sacrilegious. Nine seem exist only for the element 
brutally frank sex contained them. The others 
seems either rusty revivals from immature days 
pointless “protest literature” the early depression 
period. 


Langston Hughes has turned out fine stories, but 
the present collection could not used support that 
contention. The title the book used indicate 
the ability abused minority overcome the 
pathos its existence. The reader gets little more 
than extremely depressed and morbid feeling. Be- 
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Halliday Shute Chidsey Allen Lancaster 


Goudge Oursler Ullman Lait Chase Vandercook 


cause the predominance and glorification sex 
cannot recommended any group. 
Peter Hogan, 
Epiphany Apostolic College, 
Newburgh, New York 


REPRINTS 


Halliday, Brett Dividend Death 


Dell, 1952. 192p. $0.25. 

The copyright date this bang-slap Michael 
gore and grue story listed 1939. That makes 
early Shane, and something problem under- 


hayne 


Shute, Nevil The Chequer Board 
Dell, 1952. 383p. (Original Morrow edition, 1947, re. 

well paced, but unsubstantial novel British and 
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